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LETTERS
Jam es C. W a lk e r S t a t e s v i l l e ,  N o r th  C a r o l i n a
I  w a n te d  t o  e x p r e s s  my e l a t i o n  o v e r  H umphrey 
C a r p e n t e r 's  T o lk i e n .  I t  w as a b e a u t i f u l  b io g r a p h y  
o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  m an. I n d e e d ,  C a r p e n te r  w o u ld  w is h  
t o  s t r e s s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  T o lk ie n  —  hum anne s s . T o l­
k i e n  w as a man c a r r i e d  i n t o  r e a lm s  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n ­
a l s  s p e n t  y e a r s  t r a i n i n g  w i th  m aps o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ­
s i d e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n t e r .  T h is  I  t h i n k  c r y s t a l l i z e s  
t h e  im p a c t  C a r p e n t e r 's  b io g r a p h y  h a s  h ad  upon my­
s e l f .
T o lk ie n  h a s  now b e e n  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  th e  
B eo w u lf p o e t  h e  lo v e d  so  w e l l .  A man t r y i n g  t o  
d e a l  w i th  h i s  t i m e s ,  c l u t c h i n g  a t  p a s t  re m e m b ra n c e s , 
a lw a y s  lo o k in g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  f i r m l y  g ro u n d e d  
i n  t h e  now. T o lk ie n  w as n o t  p r i m a r i l y  a w r i t e r ,  
h e  d id  n o t  sp e n d  h i s  l i f e  t r y i n g  t o  c a p t u r e  i n  
w o rd s h i s  f e e l i n g s ;  r a t h e r  h e  s p e n t  h i s  f e e l i n g s  
i n  t r y i n g  t o  f r e e  w o rd s  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s .
He w as a  man w i th o u t  p r e c e d e n t .  He w ro te  
h i s  hobby  th r o u g h  f r e s h n e s s ,  d e v e lo p in g  n o t  a 
p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  drew  i n e v i t a b l e  c o n c lu s io n s  b u t  
a p p ro a c h in g  c o n c e r n s  w i th  an  o p en  m ind  v i s u a l i z i n g  
many p o s s i b i l i t i e s .
H ere  i s  my s a d n e s s :  o f  e s s a y s ,  n o t e s ,  and
p i c t u r e s  t h a t  T o lk ie n  u s e d  t o  r e a c h  i n t o  t h i s  
w o r ld ,  many h a v e  b e e n  p la c e d  a t  l e n g t h  fro m  u s .
The s t a r  o f  t h e  c a k e  h a s  e lu d e d  u s ,  how c a n  we 
f i n d  i t  t o  r i d e ?  M ine i s  a  c a l l  t o  b r i n g  o u t  
a l l  t h e  s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ;  n o t  a l l  and  e v e ry  
s o u r c e ,  b u t  th o s e  l i k e  t h e  Book o f  M a rz a b u l,  th e  
c a l e n d a r s  t h a t  a r e  so  r a r e  t o  f i n d ,  an d  e s p e c i a l l y  
th e  e s s a y s  T o lk i e n  w r o te  ju d g in g  t h e  a p tn e s s  o f  
c e r t a i n  c o n c e r n s .  I t  i s  my hope  t h a t  some pu b ­
l i s h e r  w i l l  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  th e s e  o d d m e n ts .
Mr. C a r p e n te r ,  I  lo v e  y o u r  b o o k ; y e t  i t  h a s  
o n ly  w h e t my a p p e t i t e  f o r  th o s e  s c a t t e r e d  f r a g ­
m en ts  y o u  h a v e  s e e n ,  and  t o  h a v e  b e e n  one  o f  th o s e  
n o iso m e  v i s i t o r s  t h a t  T o lk i e n  h a d  t o  e v a d e .  Thank 
y o u , S i r .
N an cy -L o u  P a t t e r s o n  W a te r lo o ,  O n t a r i o ,  C anada
I n  th e  A u g u s t 1977 M y t h p r in t ,  M a r g a re t  P u rd y  
a s k s  a b o u t  t h e  sh a p e  o f  E l v i s h  e a r s ,  w i th  t h e  r e ­
m ark t h a t  s h e  f i n d s  p o in t e d  e a r s  (a  l a  S ta r  T re k  
an d  A n n e t te  H a r p e r 's  d ra w in g s )  " e l e g a n t ,  c h a rm in g  
an d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d . "  G len  G o o dK nigh t re m in d s  h e r  
t h a t  " T o lk ie n  n e v e r  s a i d  t h a t  e l v e s  d id  o r  d i d n ' t  
h a v e  p o in t e d  e a r s . "  B u t h e  g o e s  on  t o  i n q u i r e ,
"Why h a v e  so  many o f  u s  im a g in e d  them  h a v in g  p o i n t ­
e d  e a r s ? "  T h is  q u e s t i o n  s p a r k e d  me t o  c a r r y  o u t  
a  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  on th e  m a t t e r .
T he E lv e n f o l k  o f  T o lk ie n  — t h e  H igh  E lv e s  — 
a r e  p a r t l y  b a s e d  upon  t h e  f a i r y  p e o p le  o f  C e l t i c  
and  N o rse  o r i g i n ,  w h ic h  i n  t h e  fo rm s p r e s e n t e d  to  
u s seem  t o  come from  a c o m b in a t io n  o f  w h a t C. S . 
L ew is  c a l l s  " n a t iv e "  and  c l a s s i c a l  s o u r c e s  (C. S . 
L e w is , The D is c a r d e d  Im a g e , C am b rid g e ; C am bridge  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 , p .  1 2 4 ) .  K a th e r in e  B r ig g s  
s a y s ,  " t h e  te r m  ' f a i r y '  now c o v e r s  ' t h e  A n g lo -  
S axon  and  S c a n d in a v ia n  ELVES, t h e  DAOINTE SIDHE 
o f  t h e  H ig h la n d s ,  t h e  TUATHA DE DANANN o f  I r e l a n d ,  
t h e  TYLWYTH TEG o f  W ales . . . and  many o t h e r s . ' "  
( K a th e r in e  B r ig g s ,  A D ic t io n a r y  o f  F a i r i e s ,  Lon­
d o n : A l le n  L a n e , 1 9 7 6 , p .  1 3 1 ) .  The F a i r i e s  th u s  
in c l u d e  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  b e i n g s :  K a th e r in e  B r ig g s
i n c l u d e s  t h e  " l o s t  h e a th e n  G o d s ,"  (C. S . L ew is 
m e n t io n s  t h a t  "M organ [Le F ay ] h a d  o n c e  b e e n  a 
C e l t i c  g o d d e s s "  (L ew is 1 9 6 4 : 1 2 6 ) ) ,  " h a l f - d e i f i e d  
s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  d e a d  and  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  w oods and 
w e l l s  a n d  v e g e t a t i o n . "  ( K a th e r in e  B r ig g s ,  The 
F a i r i e s  i n  T r a d i t i o n  and L i t e r a t u r e , L ondon : R o u t-  
le d g e  an d  K egan P o u l ,  1 9 6 7 , p .  4 ) .  S t o r i e s  o f  
t h e  d w e l l e r s  i n  t h e  s i d  d e p i c t  t h o s e  who " b e lo n g  
t o  th o s e  p a r t s  o f  I r e l a n d  w h ic h  a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  
r e g i o n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t , "  (A lwyn an d  B r in l e y  R o ss , 
C e l t i c  H e r i t a g e , L ondon : Tham es and  H u d so n , 1 9 6 1 , 
p . 66) who a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  "b y g o n e  d a y s ,  . . .
t h e  p r e - C h r i s t i a n  p a s t  . . . and  th e  f a i r y  h o s t  
( s i t h c h u i r e ) . "  (R oss 1 9 6 1 :6 6 ) .  H. R. D a v id so n  
s a y s  " t h e r e  w e re  o t h e r  re a lm s  b ey o n d  A s g a r d , l i k e  
A lfh e im , w h e re  t h e  f a i r  e l v e s  l i v e d  . . . "  (H. R. 
D a v id s o n , Gods and M ythos o f  n o r th e r n  E u ro p e ,  
H a rm o n d sw o rth , E n g la n d : P e n g u in ,  1 9 6 4 , p .  2 8 ) ,  and  
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  t h e  e lv e s  a r e  s t i l l  
p r a c t i s e d  i n  r u r a l  S w eden , a s  o n c e  i n  K a rm a k 's  Saga  
a  s a c r i f i c e  o f  a b u l l  a t  a  b u r i a l  mound i s  r e c o r d e d  
a s  "mak lin g ]  t h e  e l v e s  a  f e a s t  w i th  t h e  f l e s h . "  
(D a v id s o n , 1 9 6 4 :1 5 6 ) .  From a l l  o f  t h e  ab o v e  we 
s e e  t h a t  E lv e s  a r e  1) s i m i l a r  t o  hum ans b u t  n o t  
hum an; 2) im m o r ta l ;  3) w i th o u t  t h e  sam e s o r t  o f  
s o u l s  a s  m o r t a l s ;  and  4) somehow m ore " n a t u r a l "  
o r  c l o s e  t o  " n a t u r e "  th a n  a r e  h u m an k in d . H ence th e  
p o in t e d  e a r s .
The e a r l i e s t  s u c h  e a r s  may h a v e  a p p e a re d  in  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  M eso p o tam ian  d i v i n i t i e s  who 
a l s o  h a v e  h o rn s  ( t h e  e a r l i e s t  d i v i n i t i e s  a r e  
e i t h e r  a n im a ls  th e m s e lv e s ,  o r  t h e  sh a m a n ic  hum an/ 
a n im a l  b e in g s  w i th  h o r n s ,  t a i l s ,  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  and 
human b o d i e s ,  fo u n d  i n  t h e  P a l e o l i t h i c  c a v e s  o f  
s o u t h e r n  F r a n c e ) . C e r t a i n l y  by  th e  s i x t h  c e n tu r y  
B .C . t h e r e  i s  i n  G reek  a r t  a  p i c t u r e  o f  a Typhon 
(fro m  a v a s e  i n  E t r u r i a )  w i th  p o in t e d  e a r s  (Jo h n  
P i n s e n t ,  G reek M y th o lo g y , L ondon : P a u l  H am lyn,
1 9 6 9 , p .  2 5 ) .  A b o u t 440 B .C . a v a s e  show s A c ta e o n  
w i th  h o r n s  and  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  b e in g  s l a i n  ( P i n s e n t ,  
1 9 6 9 :6 0 ) .  Roman a r t ,  b a s e d  upon  G reek  p r o t o t y p e s ,  
r e v e l l e d  i n  s a t y r s  and  f a u n s  w i th  p o i n t e d  e a r s  
( S t u a r t  P e ro w n e , Roman M y th o lo g y , L ondon : P a u l  
H am lyn , 1 9 6 9 , p p .  6 6 - 6 7 ) .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  
th e n ,  t h a t  i n  1600 t h e s e  e le m e n ts  c o u ld  a p p e a r  i n  
a  d e p i c t i o n  o f  "R o b in  G o o d -F e llo w "  a s  a n  i t h y p h a l l i c  
s a t y r  w i th  h o rn s  and  p o in t e d  e a r s  (M aureen  D u ffy ,
The E r o t i c  W orld  o f  F a e ry ,  T ro g m o re , S t .  A lb a n s ,  
E n g la n d :  G ra n a d a , 1 9 7 4 , l e t .  p p . 1 6 8 -6 9 ) .  The 
p o in t e d  e a r  t r a d i t i o n  w as o f  c o u r s e  g iv e n  v i g o r ­
o u s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  " F a i r y  a r t , "  
a s  i n  t h e  w o rk s o f  F u s e l i  and  D add.
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The e a r s ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  s u g g e s t  an  a n im a l e l e ­
m e n t , t h e  q u a l i t y  i n  " F a i r y "  b e in g s  w h ic h  i s  n o t  
human and  y e t  n o t  s p i r i t u a l .  K a th e r in e  B r ig g s  
n o te s  t h a t  " I n  C h r i s t i a n  t im e s  t h e  S c a n d in a v ia n s  
c o n t in u e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  e l v e s  o r  h u ld r e  f o l k , "  
(B r ig g s  1 9 7 6 :1 2 2 ) and  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  h u l d r e  g i r l s ,  
th o u g h  b e a u t i f u l  and  e l e g a n t l y  c l a d ,  r e v e a l e d  
t h e i r  non-hum an  o r i g i n  b y  th e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  " lo n g  
co w s ' t a i l s . "  One t h i n k s  o f  t h e  E g y p t ia n  g o d d e s s  
H a th o r ,  and  t h e  nymph Io  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  h e i f e r .
The b e in g s  we know w h ic h  a r e  m o s t l i k e  u s i n  t h e  
w o r ld  do h a v e  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  a f t e r  a l l :  o u r  d o g s ,
c a t s ,  h o r s e s  —  and  cows —  a l l  b e a s t s  who whom we 
f e e l  a d eep  b o n d . When we w ish  t o  e x p r e s s  a v e ry  
n e a rb y  O th e r n e s s ,  p o in t e d  e a r s  a r e  an  e f f e c t i v e  
d e v ic e .  The k in d  o f  i n t i m a t e  O th e r n e s s  I  m ean i s  
f e l t  by  many o f  u s  now f o r  d o lp h i n s :  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
g o o d , and  non -hum an . In  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  an d  o t h e r  
t im e s  t h i s  d i g n i f i e d  s t a t u s  w as s h a r e d  b y  many 
a n im a ls .  The Gods th e m s e lv e s  to o k  a n im a l fo rm : 
A s la n  h a s  show n us w h a t t h i s  m e a n t .  The p o in t e d  
e a r s  o f  Mr. Spock  a r e  a  r e c e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  m o t i f  
t o  e x p r e s s  a b e n ig n  O th e r n e s s .  I t  i s  a  r e m a rk a b le  
and  s u i t a b l e  u s a g e .  B u t a s .G le n  s a y s ,  T o lk ie n  d id  
n o t  u se  i t .
B y ron  M. B e y e r  V i c t o r i a ,  T ex as
T h is  l e t t e r  h a s  b e e n  a lo n g  t im e  b re w in g .  I  
h a v e  j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  th e  1978 e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  H i ld e -  
b r a n d t ' s  T o lk ie n  C a le n d a r .  I  know t h a t  e a c h  o f  us 
h a s  o u r  own c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  The 
L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s  a n d , m ore th a n  l i k e l y ,  e a c h  one 
w i l l  b e  d i f f e r e n t .
B u t t h e r e  i s  o n e  t h i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  (and  
many t h i n g s  i n  g e n e r a l )  w h ic h , s h a l l  we s a y  " i r k s "  
o r  d i s t u r b s  me t o  no e n d . The a t r o c i t y  f o r  w h ich  
I  c a n ii '- t  f o r g iv e  th e  B r o th e r s  H i ld e b r a n d t  i s  t h e i r  
g i f t  o f  p o i n t e d  e a r s  t o  a l l  h o b b i t s  d e p ic t e d  i n  
t h e i r  p a i n t i n g s ) I  I I n  my own m in d , I  g o t  t h e  im ­
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  T o lk ie n  c o n s t a n t l y  s t r o v e  t o  g e t  
away from  th e  m odern  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  im p is h  " e l f i n "  
c r e a t u r e  w i th  t h e  p o i n t e d  e a r s .  D i s t u r b i n g ,  i n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a l s o ,  a r e  th e  p o r t r a i t s  o f  Arwen and  
E lro n d  by A n n e t te  H a rp e r  (M y th lo r e  13 and  16) —  
o t h e r  th a n  th e  e a r s ,  t h e s e  tw o p o r t r a i t s  a r e  a lm o s t  
p e r f e c t  t o  my c o n c e p t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  A rw en .)
The H i ld e b r a n d t s  a r e  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e i r  
d e p i c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r s .  The f a c e s  o f  
F ro d o , B i l b o ,  Sam, M erry  and  P ip p in  h ave  re m a in e d  
th e  same s i n c e  t h e  1976 c a l e n d a r  ( I  was u n a b le  to  
o b t a i n  t h e  ' l l  e d i t i o n ) .  H ow ever, t h e  new p i c t u r e  
o f  G a l a d r i e l  i s n ' t  i n  k e e p in g  w i th  th e  '7 6  p i c t u r e .  
The '7 6  p i c t u r e  w as s u p e r b .  I n  t h e  new e d i t i o n ,  
th e  s t r i n g y  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  h a i r  j u s t  r u i n s  th e  
w h o le  e f f e c t .
J a n u a r y 's  i l l u s t r a t i o n  show s F arm er M aggot 
lo o k in g  a t  F ro d o  w i th  an  e x p r e s s io n  som ew hat b o r d e r ­
in g  on b l o a t e d  l e c h e r y .  O ld  Man W il lo w 's  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  a " f a c e "  i s  a r a t h e r  ru d e  s h o c k . I  su p p o s e  
e v e r y o n e 's  g o t  t h e i r  own G o llu m , m ore th a n  any  o f  
t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s .  The H i l d e b r a n d t s '  G ollum  
j u s t  i s n ' t  my G o llum . B e s id e s ,  G o llu m 's  e y e s  w e re  
g r e e n ,  n o t  o ra n g e !  The H i l d e b r a n d t s ,  h o w e v e r, do 
draw  good  G a n d a lf s !  The J u n e  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  " R e tu rn  
o f  G a r .d a lf ,"  i s  v e ry  g o o d , a l th o u g h  I  c a n n o t  sa y  
to o  much f o r  G im l i ' s  a f r o .  The c e n t r e  p l a t e ,  "A t 
t h e  G rey H a v e n s ,"  w o u ld  b e  p e r f e c t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  
h o b b i t s '  e a r s ,  and  n o s e s  (w h ich  a r e  to o  l o n g ) .  The 
f i g u r e  I  t a k e  to  b e  E lro n d  i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  w h a t I  
h ad  i n  m in d . I t  lo o k s  to o  much l i k e  a  m e d ie v a l  
m e rc h a n t - -  n o t  n o b le  e n o u g h . The G a n d a lf  h e r e  i s ,  
a g a in ,  v e ry  g o o d . G a l a d r i e l ,  th o u g h ,  o n ce  a g a in  i s  
w ro n g . The p o r t r a i t  o f  Sarum an f o r  J u l y  b o r d e r s  on 
th e  l a u g h a b l e .  I t  i n  no way r e s e m b le s  t h e  1976 
p i c t u r e ,  w h ic h  was v e ry  g o o d . B eo rn  (S e p te m b e r) 
lo o k s  l i k e  som ebody y o u 'd  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  on S a tu r d a y  
n i g h t  w r e s t l i n g  m a tc h e s  o n  T .V . Once a g a in  —  n o t  
n o b le  en o u g h . The f i g u r e  I  t a k e  t o  b e  Eowyn in  
O c t o b e r 's  p i c t u r e  lo o k s  l i k e  a " l a d y  o f  t h e  e v e n in g ."  
S h e lo b  (N ovem ber) lo o k s  l i k e  so m e th in g  o u t  o f  a 
"B" S c i - F i  b o m b -o u t ("T he B lob  t h a t  A te  C i n c i n n a t i ” ?)
H ow ever —  t h e  H i ld e b r a n d t s  a r e  m a s te r s  o f  
l a n d s c a p e  and  b a c k g ro u n d  p a i n t i n g .  The b a c k g ro u n d s  
o f  e v e ry  one  o f  th e  14 i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  s u p e r b .  I t  
seam s t h a t  a good  s o l u t i o n  w o u ld  b e  f o r  t h e  B r o th e r s  
H i ld e b r a n d t  t o  c o n t in u e  d o in g  b a c k g ro u n d s ,  b u t  g e t  
som eone e l s e  to  p a i n t  th e  p e o p le !  By th e  w ay , how 
do a l l  o f  you  f e e l  a b o u t  p o in t e d  e a r s ?
One m ore g r i p e  a b o u t  th e  c a l e n d a r :  The " r e a d ­
ju s tm e n t"  o f  e v e n t  d a t e s !  I  c a n n o t  im a g in e  c e l e ­
b r a t i n g  B i lb o  and  F r o d o ' s b i r t h d a y  on  S e p t .  14 
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  2 3 rd .  I ' d  r a t h e r  h a v e  th e  o ld  
d a t e s ,  th a n k  y o u !
B e in g  a S o c ie ty  member s i n c e  1 9 7 6 , I  h a v e  n o t  
y e t  s e e n  a  w ord  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  N ic o l  W il l i a m s o n 's
4—album  r e c o r d in g  o f  The H o b b it  on A rgo R e c o rd s .
T h is  s e t  o f  r e c o r d s  w as g iv e n  to  me a s  a  g i f t  upon 
my h ig h - s c h o o l  g r a d u a t io n  i n  May, and  s h a l l  a lw a y s  
re m a in  a t r e a s u r e d  p o s s e s s i o n .  The r e c o r d s  a r e  
f a n t a s t i c .  The m a s te ry  o f  an  a r t i s t  l i k e  W il l ia m ­
so n  m u s t r e a l l y  b e  g r e a t  to  c o n c e iv e  and  p ro d u c e  
a  d i f f e r e n t  v o ic e  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  many c h a r a c t e r s  
o f  The H o b b i t .  I  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t e d  w i th  
G o llu m 's  v o i c e ,  and  w i th  B i l b o 's .  S u p e rb !
Of c o u r s e ,  much h ad  t o  b e  done  t o  c o n d e n se  th e  
s t o r y  down t o  a  r e c o r d a b le  l e n g t h .  H ow ever, I  
w is h  t h a t  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  s t o r y  t o l d  by G a n d a lf  
t o  B eo rn  o f  t h e  num ber o f  t h e  company h a d  n o t  b e e n  
l e f t  o u t ,  a s  w as th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  B e o r n 's  h o u se  
and  h o u s e h o ld  h e l p ,  and  th e  p a r t  o f  B om bur1s f a l l  
i n t o  th e  e n c h a n te d  R iv e r ,  t h e  c h a s in g  o f  t h e  e l f -  
f i r e s ,  and  many o t h e r ,  m ore m in o r d e t a i l s .  I  
s u p p o s e  t h i s  m u s t b e  e x p e c te d  i f  t h e  r e c o r d in g  was 
t o  b e  a t t e m p te d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  A l l  i n  a l l ,
I  f e e l  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  t o  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  s p l e n d i d .  
(G lo ry  'n  t r u m p e t s ! )  T hanks f o r  y o u r  t im e .
P .S .  I  j u s t  b o u g h t T y l e r ' s  T o lk i e n  C om panion. I  
l i k e  th e  s t y l e  o f  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  — th e  a c c e p ta n c e  
o f  e v e r y t h in g  i n  L o tR  a s  f a c t .  E x c e p t He u s e s
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th e  te rm  " lo n g - d e a d  a u th o r s "  when t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
B i lb o  and  F ro d o . G a d z o o k s!!  We a l l  know t h a t  
F ro d o  and  B i lb o  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s t i l l  v e ry  much 
a l i v e  a c r o s s  th e  s e a !
Jam es S p r e c k e l s  B eau m o n t, T ex as
A bou t t h i s  f i l m  b e in g  made o f  R in g s .  The 
w h o le  m a t t e r  i s ,  i n  my o p in i o n ,  v e ry  co m p lex  and  
s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  an d  h a n d le d  c a r e f u l l y .  M is te r  
G o o d K n ig h t' s  r e v ie w  o f  W iza rd s  was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  
" a  b i t  p a r a n o i d , "  a s  Ms. M a r g a re t  P u rd y  s a i d .  On 
th e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  r e v e a l e d  a la u d a b ly  h ig h  s t a n d a r d  
o f  t a s t e ,  a  v e ry  r e a s o n a b le  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e  p u b ­
l i c ' s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and  im age  o f  T o l k i e n 's  w o rk , 
and  an a w a re n e s s  o f  how o u r  b e s t  h o p e s  f o r  t h a t  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  c o u ld  e a s i l y  b e  d a sh e d  by  a sh oddy  
f i l m .  S u r e ly  i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  M i s t e r  R a lp h  
B a k s h i 's  s e n s i b i l i t y  i s  a t  l e a s t  v u l g a r .  S u r e ly  
th e  tw o s t i l l s  from  th e  f i l m  t h a t  w e re  p r i n t e d  
w i th  t h e  r e v ie w  w ere  enough  t o  l e t  e v e ry o n e  know 
t h a t  th e  man who c r e a t e d  s u c h  s i l l y  f a c e s  and  
c u te s y  b u t t e r f l y  m id g es  ( a l l  w i th  e a r s  w e l l  d e ­
s ig n e d  f o r  o p e n in g  H a w a iia n  Punch  a t  b o th  s i d e s  
o f  th e  can  a t  o n ce ) c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  e n v i s io n  
d e c e n t ly  e v en  h o b b i t  p l e a s a n t r i e s ,  much l e s s  
E lv i s h  g r a n d e u r s  o r  S a u ro n ic  h o r r o r s .
F u r th e r m o r e ,  th o u g h  Ms. P u r d y 's  r e p l y  t o  my 
l a s t  l e t t e r  i n  M y th lo r e  15 w as s p l e n d i d ,  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  t a k e  s i d e s  a g a i n s t  h e r  i n  th e  
m a t t e r  o f  p o in t e d  e a r s  i n  g e n e r a l .  They may be  
" e l e g a n t ,  c h a rm in g , and  d i s t i n g u i s h e d "  on  L e o n a rd  
N im oy, b u t  L e o n a rd  Nimoy i s  n o t  E lro n d  (a n d ,  le a v e  
u s p r a y ,  n e v e r  w i l l  b e ) . P o in t e d  e a r s  a r e  a  d i s ­
t r a c t i o n  on c r e a t u r e s  a s  g r e a t l y  s e r i o u s  a s  th e  
e l v e s .  More im p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  i s  b ey o n d  me t o  
im a g in e  t h a t  T o lk ie n  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  t o l d  u s so  i f  
th e  e lv e s  h ad  h a d  su c h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  
from  men i n  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e .  D i d n ' t  h e  d e s c r i b e  
e a c h  r a c e  o f  b e in g s  i n  h i s  b o o k s  a t  l e a s t  t h o r ­
o u g h ly  en ough  t h a t  we w o u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  c a tc h  som e­
w h ere  an  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  p o in t e d  e a r s  i f  p o in t e d  
e a r s  w e re  e v e r  in te n d e d ?  I f  y o u  a sk  me t h e  P ro ­
f e s s o r  p r o b a b ly  a b o m in a te d  a l l  su ch  e le m e n ts  a s  
d a r l i n g  and  i n f a n t i l e .
Back to  t h e  r e v ie w ,  l e t  me add  t h a t  w h a t was 
ta k e n  f o r  p a r a n o i a  was v e r y  l i k e l y  a p in c h  to o  
much o u t r a g e d  s h o c k . M is te r  G oodK nigh t m is u n d e r ­
s to o d  Ms. P u r d y 's  o b j e c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  " s p a r e  t im e ."  
She h a d  r e f e r e n c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  t h e  s l i g h t i n g  o f  
M is te r  B a k sh i f o r  p l a y i n g  p i n b a l l  on H ollyw ood  
B o u le v a rd .  I f  o u r  e d i t o r ' s  u n f a v o r a b le  r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e  w as i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r i g h t ,  i t  was 
s t i l l  p e rh a p s  n o t  q u i t e  f a i r  on  th e  w h o le  to  
m e n tio n  i t .
A l l  t h i s  g o e s  t o  show how d a n g e ro u s  t h e  f i lm  
i s  n e a r l y  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  a e s t h e t i c a l l y .  I f  we w i t h ­
i n  th e  S o c ie ty  h av e  c o m p le te  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p in io n  
on t i n y  m a t t e r s  l i k e  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  how much m ore 
l i k e l y  i s  i t  t h a t  th o s e  who l a c k  o u r  t e n d e r  c o n ­
c e r n  f o r  o u r  F i r s t  A u th o r  w i l l  c r e a t e  an  a t r o c i t y ?
And y e t ,  th e  a e s t h e t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  o f  
s e c o n d a ry  im p o r ta n c e .  The u l t i m a t e  v a lu e  o f  
T o l k i e n 's  w ork  i s  s p i r i t u a l .  R in g s  c o n t a i n s  a  
hope  f o r  im p ro v in g  m odern  l i f e  by g iv in g  th e  
r e a d e r  a new c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  by  way o f  a  c o n t r a s t ,  
o f  w h a t m odern  l i f e  l a c k s ,  so  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  
f e e l s  a  d eep  d e s i r e  t o  rem edy  th e  l a c k ,  t o  s e e  
t h e  w o r ld  c h a n g e d . H ence i t  i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
im p o r ta n c e  t h a t  a s  many p e o p le  a s  p o s s i b l e  becom e 
a s  w e l l  a c q u a in te d  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i th  T o l k i e n 's  
m a jo r  w o rk . I f  th e y  do n o t  r e a d  h im , t h e r e  i s  
p e rh a p s  n o t  much t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  f o r  th em . B u t 
any  p u b l i c i t y ,  i f  u se d  w e l l  and  a s  much a s  c a n  b e ,  
m ig h t b e  r e d e e m a b le  and  e v e n  v a l u a b l e .  T h e r e 's  
no q u e s t io n  b u t  t h a t  t h e  f i lm  w i l l  m o s t l i k e l y  
be  b o th  d r e a d f u l  an d  w id e ly  d i s t r i b u t e d ;  S ta r  
Wars c o u ld  b e  ta k e n  a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  m ig h t 
b e  v e ry  p o p u la r .  B u t t h i s  s h o u ld  n o t  make us 
d e s p a i r ;  f o r  t o  s a y  t h a t  " t h e  book  w as b e t t e r "  
h a s  becom e a s t a n d a r d  comm ent a s  one l e a v e s  th e  
t h e a t r e .  The v e ry  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  f i l m  w ou ld  
open  o u r  way t o  make o u r  o b j e c t i o n s  known and  to
a r t i c u l a t e  o u r  c a u s e .  The v e ry  f a l s i t y  o f  th e  
f i l m  w o u ld  a l lo w  u s  t o  so u n d  o u r  t r u m p e t  l i k e  
G id e o n 's  arm y a s  lo u d  a s  we c o u ld  —  u n t i l  i t  
r e a c h e d  n e w s p a p e rs ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  e v e ry  k in d  
an d  q u a l i t y  o f  m a g a z in e . Though th e  " lo o k "  o f  
th e  f i lm  m ig h t m i s e r a b ly  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  p r e v a i l  in  
th e  p o p u la r  m in d , s t i l l ,  i f  we i n s i s t  u r g e n t l y  
b u t  r e s t r a i n e d l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  e v e ry o n e  t h a t  t h a t  
" lo o k "  i s  u n w o rth y  and  f o o l i s h ,  th e y  may b e  p r o ­
v o k ed  t o  r e a d  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  and  s e e  i f  w e 'r e  
t e l l i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  And i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  o u r  i n ­
s i s t i n g  we c a n  b e  e n d e a v o r in g  t o  p r e p a r e  them  
f o r  t h a t  r e a d i n g .
I f  t h e  M y th o p o e ic  S o c i e t y  d id  in d e e d  th u s  
e f f e c t i v e l y  c a p i t a l i z e  on  th e  p u b l i c i t y  w i th o u t  
s u f f e r i n g  a l o s s  o f  d i g n i t y  g ra v e  en o u g h  t o  im ­
p a i r  i t s  v o ic e  —  i f  we c o u ld  m anage t o  make th e  
w o r ld  aw are  o f  u s ,  n o t  a s  a s m a l l  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  
who n e v e r  o u tg re w  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  b u t  a s  r e a s o n a b le  
y e t  v i s i o n a r y  a d u l t s  who h a v e  fo u n d  a new u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  o f  th e  m ean in g  and  r e l e v a n c e  o f  f a n t a s y  
l i t e r a t u r e  — th e n  p e rh a p s  t h e  f i lm  c o u ld  be  
t u r n e d  t o  some d e g re e  from  a  c u r s e  i n t o  a  b l e s s ­
i n g .  I t  w o u ld  g iv e  u s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p la i n  
t o  e v e ry o n e  " o u t s id e "  th e  c ru x  o f  T o l k i e n 's  
C o lu m b ian  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  i n  f a i r y  t a l e s  and  f a n ­
t a s y ,  w h ic h  m o s t a d u l t s  i n  o u r  ag e  r e l e g a t e  to  
th e  n u r s e r y ,  l i e s  a w e a l th  o f  m ean in g s  w h ich  w ou ld  
h av e  b e e n  o f  i n c a l c u l a b l e  u s e  t o  th e  b e t t e r m e n t  
o f  l i f e  i f  th e y  h ad  n e v e r  b e e n  d i s c a r d e d  an d  i f  
we h a d  n e v e r  t r a i n e d  o u r s e lv e s  o v e r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r ­
a t i o n s  t o  f e e l  c o n te m p t f o r  th em .
I  t h i n k  we h av e  in d e e d  a  d u ty  t o  g e t  t h a t  
m essag e  o v e r .  We s h o u ld  t a x  o u r s e lv e s  t o  th i n k  
e x a c t l y  how t o  go a b o u t  i t .  I t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  
p u t t i n g  e a r n e s t l y  —  l e t  me n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  s a y  
p r a y e r f u l l y  — i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  no " su b "  C r e a to r .  
When th e  f i lm  com es o u t  we m u s t b e  r e a d y  t o  s p e a k .
A lan  Cohen
A lth o u g h  we o f t e n  comment on J .  R. R. T o lk ie n  
and  L o tR  we do n o t  s a y  e x a c t l y  why we r e a d  and  
lo v e  h i s  v a r i o u s  w o rk s . F o llo w in g  a r e  some o f  
my r e a s o n s  f o r  my v a s t  a d m i r a t io n  o f  J .  R. R.
T o lk i e n .
I t  seem s t h a t  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  a r e  u se d  
and  c r e a t e d  by T o lk ie n  v e r i t a b l y  g ra b  th e  r e a d e r s .  
A s id e  from  T o l k i e n 's  f l u i d  s t y l e ,  p e o p le  e n jo y  th e  
w ays and  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  M id d le  E a r t h .  I  am e n ­
t h r a l l e d  w i th  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  th e  
E lv e s  t h a t  we e n c o u n te r  i n  L o tR .  The r e a s o n in g  
b e h in d  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e ,  ev en  th o u g h  T o l k i e n 's  
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  n o t  q u i t e  hum an, th e y  a r e  a l l  h u ­
m a n l ik e  and  h a v e  human v a lu e s  and  i d e a l s .  They 
e n jo y  and  do t h i n g s  we d o . D w arves c o v e t  G o ld  and 
S i l v e r ,  E lv e s  a r e  m a s te r s  o f  l o r e  and  v e r s e ,  E n ts  
a r e  f o r e s t  and  t r e e  lo v e r s  and  H o b b its  h a v e  a p a s ­
s i o n  f o r  p ip e w e e d .
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  why L o tR  i s  so  p o p u la r  i s  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  an  a d v e n tu r e  s t o r y  e x c e p t i o n a l .  I t  
c o n ta i n s  b a t t l e s ,  a  q u e s t  and  a  lo v e  s t o r y  a l l  
r o l l e d  i n t o  o n e . I t  s im p ly  h o ld s  so m e th in g  f o r  
e v e r y o n e .  L o tR  i s  an  a d v e n tu r e  s t o r y ,  y e t  t h e r e  
i s  m ore th a n  a d v e n tu r e  t o  i t .
A v e r y  s t r o n g  t h i r d  r e a s o n  b e h in d  t h e  p o p u la r ­
i t y  o f  L o tR  i s  t h e  s e t t i n g .  I t  i s  a  t im e  w hen th e  
w o r ld  w as y o u n g e r  and  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h i s  m ar­
v e lo u s  p l a c e  w e re  n o t  t r o u b l e d  v e ry  much by p o l l u ­
t i o n ,  o v e r p o p u l a t i o n  and  w h a t you  e a t  may b e  harm ­
f u l  t o  y o u r  h e a l t h .
F i n a l l y  I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  p o i n t  o u t  w h a t I  f e e l  
i s  t h e  m o s t im p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  f o r  why we e n jo y  T o l­
k i e n  and  L o tR .  I t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  v e ry  s p e c i a l  
f e e l i n g  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  and  s o u l s  t h a t  e n d e a r s  J .  R. R. 
T o lk ie n  and  L o tR  t o  u s .  I f  one  w as t o  d e s c r i b e  i t  in  
a  n u t s h e l l  you  w o u ld  h a v e  to  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  a  com­
b i n a t i o n  o f  L o v e , s u s p e n s e ,  a d m i r a t i o n ,  e n jo y m e n t, 
com edy, d ra m a , e x c i t e m e n t  and  r e s p e c t  a l l  r o l l e d  
i n t o  o n e . T h is  may b e  a v e ry  c lu m sy  way to  p u t  i t ,  
y e t  i t  comes from  my h e a r t  and  i t  i s  s i n c e r e .
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..."Mithrandir!" He cried, "Mithrandir!"
M ic h a e l J .  Chapman B irm in g h am , M ic h ig a n
I n  r e s p o n s e  to  G ary H u n n e w e l l 's  l e t t e r ,  w h ich  
a p p e a re d  i n  M y th p r in t  #6 : A u le  was n e i t h e r  a
d w a rf  n o r  a  " l e s s e r "  v a l a ;  r a t h e r ,  h e  w as one 
o f  t h e  f i v e  " g r e a t e r "  v a l a r  w h ich  a r e  m e n tio n e d  
i n  L o tR : Manwe, E l b e r e t h ,  Orome th e  G r e a t ,  A u le  
th e  S m ith , and  M e lc h a r  ( a f t e r w a r d s  c a l l e d  M o rg o th , 
th e  G r e a t  Enem y.) P re s u m a b ly , A u le  was i n  c h a rg e  
o f  th e  D w arves b e c a u s e  h e  w a s , i n  f a c t ,  a  S m ith  - -  
a s  t h e  D w arves a r e .  Orome th e  G r e a t ,  on th e  o t h e r  
h a n d , was c o n s id e r e d  a  H u n te r ;  and  was p o s s i b l y  
i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  E d a in .  The Men o f  t h e  N o rth  e v en  
h a d  a name f o r  h im  — "Bema" —  and  t h e r e f o r e  i t  
c a n  b e  assum ed  t h a t  t h e r e  w as a g r e a t e r  l i n k  b e ­
tw een  Men and  Orome th a n  b e tw e e n  Men and  any o f  
t h e  o t h e r  V a la r .  M ann ish  nam es f o r  them  a r e  n o t  
s t a t e d .
E lv e s ,  o b v io u s ly ,  w e re  th e  p r o t e g e  o f  E l b e r ­
e t h ;  and  th e  B la c k  r a c e s  th o s e  o f  M orgo th  (M el­
c h a r )  .
I n  r e s p o n s e  to  M a r g a re t  P u r d y 's  S p e c u la t io n s  
a b o u t  (o f  a l l  t h i n g s )  p o in t e d  e a r s  i n  e l v e s :  I t
n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  w as so  im­
p o r t a n t .  B u t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  M r. Spock  o f  S t a r  
T rek  h a d  p o in t e d  e a r s  b e c a u s e  ( a c c o r d in g  to  v a r ­
io u s  c o n c o rd a n c e s  ) th e y  e n a b le d  h i s  r a c e  to  h e a r  
b e t t e r  i n  t h e  t h i n  a i r  o f  V u lc a n . E lv e s ,  a s  f a r  
a s  I  know , d i d n ' t  come from  an  a r e a  w i th  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  t h i n  a i r ,  and  h e n c e  do n o t  n e e d  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  
e x c e p t  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e d  im age o f  an 
e l f  a s  an  im p , s i x  in c h e s  t a l l ,  w i th  p o in t e d  e a r s ,  
who sp e n d s  m o s t o f  h i s  t im e  s o u r in g  m ilk  and  c u t ­
t i n g  c l o t h e s l i n e s .  T o l k i e n 's  E ld a r  c o u ld  n o t  b e  
m ore rem oved  from  t h a t  im a g e . P o in t e d  e a r s  a r e  
u n n e c e s s a r y .  And a s  f a r  a s  S t a r  T re k  g o e s :  L iv e
Long and  P r o s p e r !
A sh e r B ra u n e r  C h a ts w o r th ,  C a l i f o r n i a
When r e a d in g  L otR  I  d i s c o v e r e d  some im p o s s ib le  
o c c u re n c e s  su c h  a s :  Who r e c o r d e d  th e  w ords o f
I o r e t h  t o  h e r  c o u s in ?  D id , o r  d id  n o t  t h e  R in g s  
o f  Pow er g iv e  i n v i s i b i l i t y ?  The One R ing  d i d ,  and 
th e  N in e  d id  ( t h e  R in g w ra i th s  w ere  i n v i s i b l e  to  
a l l  b u t  t h e  R in g - B e a r e r ) , b u t  th e  T h re e  d id  n o t  
(n o r  d id  th e  S even) seem  t o  g iv e  i n v i s i b i l i t y .  Why 
was t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e tw e e n  Sam Gamgee and  Ted 
Sandym an w h ic h  to o k  p l a c e  i n  "The G reen  D rag o n ” 
a b o u t  E n tw iv e s  ( " w a lk in g  t r e e s " )  n e v e r  r e c a l l e d  
w hen T re e b e a rd  a sk e d  f o r  news o f  them  (E n tw iv e s )?  
T h e re  a r e  tw o p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s :  e i t h e r  T o lk ie n
w a n te d  t h i s  v e ry  q u e s t io n  t o  b e  p o n d e re d ,  o r  h e  
w as j u s t  to o  b u s y  a  man t o  rem em ber i t .  I  p r e f e r  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  l a t t e r .
T o lk ie n  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  
t h r e e  u n io n s  b e tw e e n  E lv e s  and  Men; L u th ie n  and 
B e re n ,  I d r i l  and  T u o r , and  A rven  and  A ra g o rn . B u t 
E lw in g  was d e f i n i t e l y  an E l f ,  and  E a r e n d i l  was 
d e f i n i t e l y  a m an, and  th e y  m a r r i e d ,  so  t h e r e  w e re  
f o u r  i n t e r m a r r i a g e s .  A ls o ,  th e  men o f  D ol A m roth 
w e re  s a i d  t o  h a v e  E lv e n  b lo o d  i n  th em , so  t h a t  
w o u ld  make a t  l e a s t  one  m ore m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  
E lv e s  and  Men. I  w o u ld  v e ry  much a p p r e c i a t e  com­
m en ts  on any  o f  th e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s .
R ob in  B. Goldman B a l lw in ,  M is s o u r i
M y th lo r e  1 6 , e s p e c i a l l y  D a n ie l  K o b i l 's  e s s a y  
on "T he E lu s i v e  A p p ea l o f  th e  F a n t a s t i c , "  p ro m p ts  
me t o  comment upon th e  b i z a r r e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  
s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n ,  f a n t a s y ,  and  g o t h i c  rom ance t h a t  
h a s  r e c e n t l y  im m o b iliz e d  th e  m ov ie  i n d u s t r y .  I  
am s p e a k in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o f  G eorge  L u c a s ' " S t a r  
W ars ."
The w id e s p r e a d  e n th u s ia s m  o f  m o v ie g o e rs  f o r  
t h i s  u n u s u a l  p r o d u c t io n  seem s to  p u z z le  r e v ie w e r s  
and  m ov ie  g i a n t s  a l i k e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  m ass o f  
c r i t i c a l  e s s a y s  i n  c u r r e n t  n e w sp a p e rs  and  m aga­
z i n e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  " S t a r  W ars" c o n ta i n s  no
15
m o ra l i s s u e s ,  no d e e p  i n n e r  m e a n in g , no r e a l  s e x ,  
and  v io l e n c e  o n ly  i n  p u r e ,  g o o d - a g a i n s t - e v i l  c a s e s .  
W here , t h e n ,  l i e s  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  t h a t  co m p e ls  p e o ­
p l e  to  s p o r t  " S t a r  W ars" T - s h i r t s ,  an d  b u t t o n s  
r e a d in g  "May th e  F o rc e  b e  w i th  y o u "?
The a n sw e r s h o u ld  b e  no m y s te ry  to  r e a d e r s  
o f  The L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s .  T o l k i e n i t e s  c a n  f i n d ,  
in d e e d ,  t h a t  " S t a r  W a rs " ' a l l u r e m e n t  l i e s  p r im a r ­
i l y  i n  w h a t M r. K o b il  c a l l s  " t h e  d e s i r e  t o  e x p e r ­
i e n c e  d r a g o n s " ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  f a n ­
t a s t i c .  P e o p le  f l o c k  to  " S t a r  W ars" f o r  t h e  same 
r e a s o n s  th e y  r e a d  T o l k i e n 's  t r i l o g y ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r ,  s e a r c h  t h e  w a te r s  o f  L och N e s s .  We w ish  
to  e n c o u n te r  th e  unknow n, w h e th e r  i t  p r e s e n t  i t ­
s e l f  a s  th e  f u t u r e ,  th e  p a s t ,  o r  re m n a n ts  o f  th e  
p a s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r ld .  The m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e ,  
th o u g h ,  i s  t h a t  w h e re  m o n s te r - h u n t in g  e l i c i t s  a 
"sm ug , p a t r o n i z i n g  a t t i t u d e , "  a s  Mr. K o b il  p u t s  
i t ,  and  f a n t a s y  r e a d in g  s t i l l  b a r e l y  h o v e r s  on 
th e  e d g e  o f  p o p u la r  a c c e p ta n c e ,  a t t e n d i n g  a  show­
in g  o f  " S t a r  W ars" i s  a  p e r f e c t l y  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  and  
ev en  e n c o u ra g e d ,  m ethod  f o r  " e x p e r ie n c i n g  d r a g o n s ."  
A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  " d ra g o n s "  a r e  e i t h e r  m e c h a n ic a l  
o r  e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l ,  and  th e  f a n t a s y  —  p a rd o n  
m e, s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  —  w o r ld s  a r e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  
T e c h n ic o l o r .
W h a te v e r i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  
b e tw e e n  " S t a r  W ars" and  L o tR  a r e  c h e e r f u l l y  o b v i ­
ous t o  th e  T o l k i e n i t e .  A f e l l o w s h ip  com posed  o f  
an  odd  a s s o r tm e n t  o f  c r e a t u r e s ,  and  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a  s m a l l  b u t  d e te r m in e d  f o r c e  o f  "good  p e o p le , "  
t r a v e l s  a g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  th r o u g h  i n c r e d i b l e  p e r i l  
i n t o  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  e n e m y 's  s t r o n g h o ld s  w i th  
o n e  d o u b t f u l  c h a n c e  o f  d e s t r o y in g  h im . The h e ro  
com es by h i s  r o l e  by  c h a n c e , a s  F ro d o  d o e s ,  b u t  i t  
i s  h e  who m anages i n  th e  l a s t  p o s s i b l e  mom ent to  
p r e v e n t  th e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  h i s  a l l i e s  by  th e  
enemy (w ho, o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  m asked  and  c lo a k e d  i n  
b l a c k ) .  The g r o u p 's  g u id e  i s  a  g r e y - b e a r d e d  o ld  
man who w ie ld s  m y s te r io u s  p o w ers  and  s a c r i f i c e s  
h im s e l f  a t  a  c r i t i c a l  j u n c t i o n  so  t h a t  th e  r e s t  
may f l e e .  (No d o u b t  t h i s  G a n d a lf  f i g u r e  w i l l  be  
r e s u r r e c t e d  i n  a s e q u e l . )  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  
a c t i o n  th e  f e l l o w s h ip  s e p a r a t e s ,  b u t  i t s  m em bers 
a l l  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y .
" S t a r  W a rs " ' p o p u l a r i t y  i s  no en ig m a  t o  a n y ­
one  a c q u a in te d  w i th  t h e  M id d le - E a r th  e x p e r i e n c e .
Any p r o d u c t io n  w h ic h  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o l lo w s  th e  
f a n t a s y  fo rm u la  w o u ld  b e  e n jo y a b le  —  p r o v i d in g  
t h a t  t h e  v ie w e r  c a n  " s u sp e n d  d i s b e l i e f "  lo n g  
enough  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  ( h e r e ,  som ew hat c o r r u p te d )  
r e a lm  o f  F a e r i e .  T h is  in v o lv e m e n t  a p p e a r s  to  me 
t o  b e  t h e  k ey  t o  b o th  s u c c e s s f u l  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n  
and  f a n t a s y .  F o r  e x a m p le , th e  d ia l o g u e  o f  th e  
f i lm  i s  t e r r i b l y  t r i t e  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  i s  
p e r f e c t l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  o n c e  one  i s  su b m erg ed  i n  
t h e  s t o r y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  h o b b i t s  i n  th e m s e lv e s  a r e  
n o t  a l l  t h a t  b e l i e v a b l e ,  b u t  w hen s u r ro u n d e d  by 
th e  h i l l s  o f  t h e  S h i r e  and  T o l k i e n 's  s k i l l f u l  n a r ­
r a t i v e ,  c a n  an y o n e  h e lp  b u t  a c c e p t  t h e  c r e a t u r e s ?
Jo h n  C anaday  L eb an o n , New J e r s e y
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  R o b e r t  F o s t e r ' s  l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  
i n  M y th lo r e  1 6 , I  h a v e  th e s e  t h i n g s  t o  s a y :
I  w h o le h e a r t e d ly  a g r e e  w i th  h i s  com m ents on 
P a u l  K o c h e r 's  T a le  o f  t h e  N o ld o r .  Some o f  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m s ,  b o th  p o s i t i v e  and  n e g a t i v e ,  w e re  v e ry  
e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  and  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  w e re ,  on  th e  
w h o le ,  m o s t v a l i d .
W ith  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  we s h o u ld  n o t  s p e c u l a t e  
o r  h y p o th e s iz e  a b o u t  q u e s t i o n s  w h ich  w i l l  b e  a n ­
sw e re d  i n  The S i l m a r i l l i o n  I  d i s a g r e e ,  h o w e v e r.
Of c o u r s e  h i s  f i r s t  tw o q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  
V a l a r ,  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  and  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i l l  
b e  a n sw e re d  i n  The V a la q u e n ta .  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r, 
s h o u ld  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e  u s  fro m  d ra w in g  c o n c lu s io n s  
a b o u t  them  u n t i l  S e p te m b e r w hen we a c t u a l l y  h av e  
The S i l m a r i l l i o n  i n  o u r  h a n d s .  We know d e f i n i t e l y  
t h a t  Manwe w as t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  V a la r ,  w h i le  E l b e r -
e t h ,  h i s  w i f e ,  w as i n  c h a rg e  o f  th e  s t a r s  and 
o t h e r  fo rm s o f  l i g h t .  (T h is  i s  h i n t e d  a t  by th e  
f a c t s  t h a t  i t  w as E l b e r e t h  who p la c e d  E a r e n d i l  in  
th e  sk y  a s  a  s t a r  and  a  s i g n  o f  H ope, and  a l s o  
t h a t  i t  w as s h e  who c l o t h e d  th e  U ndy ing  L ands in  
shadow ; r e l i e v e d  th e  i s l a n d s  o f  l i g h t . )  U nder 
Manwe, and  p e rh a p s  E lb e r e th  a l s o ,  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
V a la r  seem ed  to  h a v e  e q u a l  p o w e r, th o u g h  i t  to o  
was a p p a r e n t ly  s p e c i a l i z e d .  We s e e  t h i s  s p e c i a l ­
i z a t i o n  i n  A u le ; th e  V a l a r ' s  s m i th ,  O ro m e 's  i n ­
t e r e s t  i n  men and  o t h e r  fo rm s o f  f a u n a  in  M id d le  
E a r t h ,  and  i n  E l b e r e t h 's  pow er o v e r  l i g h t .
Mr. F o s t e r ' s  t h i r d  q u e s t io n  i s  p e rh a p s  th e  
m o s t o b v io u s  o f  t h e  s e v e n  q u e s t i o n s  h e  p ro p o s e d .  
M e lia n  w as an  E l d a r .  W hat o t h e r  g ro u p  o f  b e in g s  
c o u ld  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  th e  (c h o se n )  p e o p le  o f  
th e  V a la r ?  A f t e r  a l l  i t  w as t h e  E ld a r  who th e  
V a la r  c h o s e  to  l i v e  am ong; t r u l y  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e s .
C o n c e rn in g  Mr. F o s t e r ' s  f o u r t h  q u e s t io n  we 
t r u l y  c a n  n o t  know t h e  a n sw e r u n l e s s  i t  i s  r e ­
v e a le d  i n  The S i l m a r i l l i o n .  We m ay, h o w e v e r, 
s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  M o rg o th  was in d e e d  o f  t h e  V a la r .
The I s t a r i  and  S a u ro n  w e re  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  b r e e d  
h o w e v e r, I  f a n c y .  P e rh a p s  th e y  w e re  i n  some way 
r e l a t e d  t o  th e  B a l r o g .  S in c e  t h e  B a lro g  was 
se c o n d  i n  e v i l  pow er o n ly  to  S a u ro n ,  and  G a n d a lf  
j u s t  b a r e l y  d e f e a t e d  i t ,  a l l  t h r e e  b e in g s  seem  to  
p o s s e s s  a  s i m i l a r  am oun t o f  p o w e r. A ls o ,  s i n c e  
e v i l ,  p e r s o n i f i e d  by M o rg o th , c a n n o t  c r e a t e ,  o n ly  
c o r r u p t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M orgo th  c o r r u p te d  
th e  B a lr o g  and  S a u ro n  from  th e  b r e e d  o f  th e  I s -  
t a r i .  A h y p o th e s i s  o n ly ,  b u t  a  h ig h l y  p r o b a b le  
o n e .
As t o  A u le , I  t h i n k  t h a t  we may assum e t h a t  
h e  w as in d e e d  a V a la r ,  a l b e i t  one  m o s t i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  d w a rv is h  r a c e .  T h is  i s  p o in t e d  t o  by 
D w arv ish  L o re  i t s e l f ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e s  to  D u rin  I  a s  
th e  f i r s t  d w a r f ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  cu s to m  o f  
nam ing  s u c c e e d in g  d w a rf  k in g s  a f t e r  h im . I s  i t  
n o t  l o g i c a l  to  assum e t h a t  t h e  dw arv es w o u ld  h av e  
nam ed t h e i r  k in g s  a f t e r  A u le ,  r a t h e r  th a n  D u r in , 
i f  h e  h a d  in d e e d  b e e n  th e  f i r s t  d w a rf?  A d d i t i o n ­
a l l y  th e  f a c t  s t a n d s  o u t  t h a t  A u le  i s  n o t  a 
d w a rv is h  name a s  i t  s h o u ld  b e  i f  h e  w ere  a d w a rf .
I  t h i n k  G a n d a lf  may a n sw e r Mr. F o s t e r ’ s j i x t h  
q u e s t i o n .  I  q u o te  h im  from  The Two Tow ers  (p ag e  
164 h a rd b a c k )  when h e  s a y s  t o  T h eo d en : "F o r T re e -
b e a r d  i s  F a n g o rn , . . .  and  when you  sp e a k  w ith  
h im  yo u  w i l l  h e a r  t h e  sp e e c h  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  a l l  
l i v i n g  t h i n g s . "
Mr. F o s t e r ' s  l a s t  and  f a v o r i t e  q u e s t i o n  may, 
in d e e d ,  o n ly  b e  a n sw e re d  by The S i l m a r i l l i o n , 
th o u g h  I  b e l i e v e  we may assum e th e  N o ld o r  t o  be  
one  o f  th e  T h re e  K in d re d s .
I f  an y o n e  d i s a g r e e s  w i th  my a n a l y s i s  o f  Mr. 
F o s t e r ' s  q u e s t i o n s ,  and  I  am s u r e  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
many o f  y o u , Mr. F o s t e r  n o t  th e  l e a s t ,  I  w elcom e 
y o u r  l e t t e r s .  I  w o u ld  b e  m o s t g r a t e f u l  to  l e a r n  
o f  t h e  w eak p o i n t s  i n  my p r o j e c t i o n s  b e f o r e  The 
S i l m a r i l l i o n  p r e c l u d e s  a l l  d o u b t .  Now I  am o f f ,  
a s  Mr. F o s t e r  s u g g e s te d ,  t o  r e - r e a d  L o tR ,  my 
f a v o r i t e  p a s t im e .
D a le  W. S im pson  D e n to n , T ex as
I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  b r i n g  up a  few  t h i n g s  f o r  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e rn in g  nam ing  in  
T o l k i e n 's  w o rk s . F i r s t ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  M ark Ep­
s t e i n ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  my r e a d in g  o f  M o ria  a s  
" f o l l y "  (M y th p r in t  1 5 , 6 A u g u s t 1 9 7 7 , 2 ) ,  I  w an t 
to  r e s p o n d  a s  f o l l o w s .  I  a g r e e  w i th  h i s  q u a l i f i ­
c a t i o n  b a s i c a l l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  pow er o f  t h e  d w arf 
r i n g s  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  b e a r e r s  o n ly ,  b u t  th e y  a l s o  
a f f e c t  t h e  r a c e  i n  much th e  sam e way a s  T h o r in  
O a k e n s h ie ld ' s  l u s t  f o r  th e  A rk e n s to n e  a f f e c t e d  
h i s  p e o p le  who w e re  sw orn  t o  h i s  s e r v i c e  by b lo o d  
an d  by o a t h ,  o r  a s  th e  s e v e n  so n s  o f  F e a n o r  a r e  
bo u n d  t o  h i s  o a th  c o n c e rn in g  th e  S i l m a r i l s  (a s  
i s  t o l d  i n  The S i l m a r i l l i o n )  . So t h i s  i s  how th e  
pow er o f  g o ld  and  je w e ls  o v e r  one  may a f f e c t  a
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w h o le  r a c e  o r  h o u s e  o f  m en, e l v e s ,  o r  d w a rv e s .
And y e s ,  i n  one  s e n s e  t h e  E lv e s  w o u ld  t h i n k  i t  
f o l l y  t o  l i v e  u n d e rg r o u n d .  H ow ever, t h e  E lv e s  
h a v e  l e a r n e d  th e  w isdom  t h a t  T u rg o n  o n c e  ig n o r e d :  
"L ove n o t  to o  w e l l  t h e  w ork  o f  th y  h a n d s  an d  th e  
d e v ic e s  o f  th y  h e a r t  . . ."  (The S i l m a r i l l i o n , p p .
1 2 5 , 2 4 0 ) .  T h u s , i t  w o u ld  b e  a g r e a t e r  f o l l y  to  
b o r e  i n t o  t h e  e a r t h  i n  th e  l u s t  f o r  p r e c i o u s  m e ta l  
an d  r a i s e  a t h i n g  o f  e v i l  t o  e n d a n g e r  t h e  p e a c e  
o f  a l l ,  th a n  i t  w o u ld  b e  s im p ly  t o  c h o o s e  to  l i v e  
u n d e rg ro u n d .
A c o m p l ic a t in g  f a c t o r  i n  T o lk i e n i a n  o n o m a s tic s  
i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  tw o l i n g u i s t i c  p la n e s  i n  many 
o f  t h e  n am es: t h e  f i c t i o n a l  M i d d le - e a r th  la n g u a g e s  
an d  th e  " r e a l "  la n g u a g e s  w h ic h  u n d e r l i e  many o f  
t h e  nam es . The pu n  on M o ria  i s  an  ex am p le  o f  t h e s e  
d u a l  l e v e l s  o f  m e a n in g . A n o th e r  good  ex am p le  o f  
t h i s  d u a l  l e v e l  o f  n am e-m ean in g  i n  L o rd  o f  th e  
R in g s  may b e  s e e n  i n  G a n d a l f 's  v a r i o u s  n am es , w h e re , 
by  th e  w ay , tw o o f  t h e  f i v e  nam es h a v e  t h e i r  r o o t s  
i n  L a t i n .  I n  The Two T o w e rs , p .  353 ( p b k ) , G an- 
d a l f  s a y s  o f  h i m s e l f :
Many are my names in many countries. Mithrandir among the
Elves, Tharkun to  the  Dwarves; Olorin I was in my youth  in the
West tha t is forgotten, in the South Incanus, in the North Gandalf;
to the East I go not.
Now, O lo r in  and  I n c a n u s ,  t h e  w i z a r d 's  nam es i n  
V a l in o r  and  th e  S o u th  o f  M i d d l e - e a r t h ,  a r e  L a t i n  
w o rd s l i f t e d  a lm o s t  i n t a c t  fro m  th e  la n g u a g e .  
O lo r in u s  i s  a  te r m  m ean in g  'o f  o r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a 
s w a n , ' t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  r o o t  se e m in g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  
w in g s .  In c a n u s  i s  a  b o t a n i c a l  te rm  m ean in g  'h o a r y -  
h a i r e d , '  w h i te  o r  g r a y .  B o th  o f  t h e s e  te rm s  d e s ­
c r i b e  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  G a n d a l f 's  c h a r a c t e r ,  
th e  fo rm e r  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  and  e t e r n a l  n a t u r e ,  and  
th e  l a t t e r  h i s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  G a n d a lf  may a l s o  b e
a c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  'g a n d e r - e l f '  ( h e n c e ,  p e r h a p s ,  
' s w a n - e l f ' ) ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  m ore f r e q u e n t l y  
n o te d  O ld  I c e l a n d i c  s o u r c e  i n  The E ld e r  E dda , 
w h e re  i t  may b e  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  m ean in g  ' e l f  w i th  
t h e  m a g ic  s t a f f . '  G a n d e rs  a r e  n o te d  f o r  t h e i r  
h a b i t  o f  a im le s s  w a n d e r in g  d u r in g  t h e i r  h e n 's  
s e t t i n g  t im e ;  th u s  we s e e  how c l o s e  'g a n d e r - e l f '  
i s  t o  E l v i s h  M ith r a n d i r  'g r e y  p i l g r i m  o r  w a n d e re r .  
The w i z a r d 's  f i v e  nam es i l l u s t r a t e  how b o th  f i c ­
t i o n a l  an d  a c t u a l  la n g u a g e s  e x i s t  t o g e t h e r  i n  th e  
nam es o f  T o l k i e n 's  c h a r a c t e r s .  We m is s  some o r  
p e r h a p s  much o f  t h e  m ean in g  o f  th e  nam es i f  wa 
i n t e r p r e t  them  o n ly  i n  t h e  la n g u a g e s  o f  M id d le -  
e a r t h .  And t h e  nam es a r e  im p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  th e y  
c o n t a i n  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .
I  h a v e  j u s t  c o m p le te d  r e a d i n g  The S i l m a r i l l i o n , 
h a v in g  t a k e n  a d v a n ta g e  o f  t h e  L and  o f  L egend  d i s ­
c o u n t  o f f e r .  I  d o n ' t  know how o t h e r  r e a d e r s  h av e  
r e a c t e d  t o  i t ,  b u t  I  c a n  o f f e r  some o b s e r v a t i o n s  
c o n c e r n in g  th e  b o o k . I  e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e d  th e  " A in u - 
l i n d a l e "  and  t h e  " A k a l la b e th "  f o r  t h e i r  p o w er.
The h e i g h t  o f  t h e  dram a com es i n  t h e  " A k a l la b e th "  
i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  p e r v e r t e d  r e l i g i o n  o f  
N um enor an d  th e  i s l a n d ' s  d e s t r u c t i o n .  And th e  
h e i g h t  o f  b e a u ty  i s  i n  t h e  s o n g s  o f  I l l u v a t a r  and 
t h e  A in u r .  M ost d i s a p p o i n t i n g  d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  f o r  
m e, i s  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  T h a n g o ro d r im . The m o s t 
i n c r e d i b l e  s c e n e ,  I  f e e l ,  i s  th e  one  i n  v rtiich  B eren  
an d  L u th i e n  m a s te r  M elk o r an d  s t e a l  th e  S i l m a r i l  — 
m o s t u n b e l i e v a b l e .  O v e r a l l ,  Q uen ta  S i l m a r i l l i o n  i s  
t o o  a m b i t i o u s ,  to o  b ro a d  i n  s c o p e  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  
w i th  any  k in d  o f  d r a m a t i c  p o w e r. I t  s u f f e r s  from  
i t s  l a c k  o f  im m ed iacy  an d  c h a r a c t e r  d e v e lo p m e n t.
And t h e  c a s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  to o  lo n g  t o  k e e p  up 
w i t h .  I  do r e a l i z e ,  h o w e v e r , t h a t  t h i s  w ork  was 
n o t  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a n o th e r  d ram a o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  f o u r  h o b b i t - b o o k s .  R a th e r ,  i t  i s  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  
o f  t h e  A p p e n d ic e s ,  and  th u s  m u s t b e  ju d g e d  by a 
d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d  th a n  th e  h o b b i t - b o o k s .  I* m a r­
v e l  a t  t h e  im a g in a t iv e  pow er o f  t h e  man who c r e a t e d  
th e  h i s t o r y  o f  M i d d l e - e a r t h ,  fro m  i t s  h i e r a r c h y  o f  
go d s t o  t h e  v e r y  s t o n e s  and  f i e l d s  th r o u g h o u t  t h r e e  
lo n g  a g e s  o f  e v e n t s .  On t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  T o l k i e n 's  
im a g in a t io n  an d  th e  d e t a i l  o f  i t ,  t h e  w h o le  w ork 
s u c c e e d s  - -  a s  " f e ig n e d  h i s t o r y "  ( a s  T o lk i e n  c a l l e d  
i t  i n  t h e "F o re w o rd "  t o  The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  th e  R in a ,  
p . x i) .
S e v e r a l  o f  my c o n c lu s io n s  c o n c e r n in g  u n e la b o r a ­
t e d  M i d d le - e a r th  m a t t e r s  w e re  c o n f i rm e d  i n  The S i l ­
m a r i l l i o n .  I  w as p o s i t i v e  t h a t  th e  Numenor s t o r y  
w as T o l k i e n 's  r e s h a p in g  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i s  m yth  from  
th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  M i d d le - e a r th .  One c a n  com pare  
P l a t o ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i s  m yth i n  "T im aeus"  
and  " C r i t i a s "  w i th  th e  " A k a l la b e th "  t o  s e e  th e  num­
e r o u s  p a r a l l e l s .  T hen t o o ,  T o lk ie n  g iv e s  Numenor 
t h e  name A ta l a n te  i n  t h e  E l d a r i n  to n g u e  (The S i l ­
m a r i l l i o n ,  p .  2 3 1 ) .  I  h a d  a l s o  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  
M orgo th  w as an  a c q u i r e d  a p p e l l a t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  an 
" o r i g i n a l "  nam e; t n a t  h i s  t i t l e  was m ore p r o p e r ly  
M e lk o r t h e  M o rg o th . And I  h ad  a l s o  e a r l i e r  d i s ­
c o v e re d  t h a t  M e lk o r  r e c a l l s  th e  C a n a a n i t e  god  
M o lo ch , i f  t h e  e ty m o lo g y  o f  t h e  name m eans a n y th in g .  
Thus t h e  N um enorean  r i t u a l  o f  human s a c r i f i c e  to  
M e lk o r , L o rd  o f  D a rk n e s s  (o r  t h e  U n d e rw o rld ) r e ­
c a l l s  t h e  C a n a a n i t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  human s a c r i f i c e  
t o  M oloch w h ich  so  a b h o r r e d  th e  H ebrew s an d  w h ich  
th e  H ebrew s l a t e r  p r a c t i c e d  th e m s e lv e s  w hen se d u c e d  
away fro m  Yahweh.
I  s h a l l  b e  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  t o  r e a d in g  how 
o t h e r s  h a v e  r e a c t e d  t o  The S i l m a r i l l i o n .
J u l i e  W a tk in s  U rb a n a , I l l i n o i s
I  w as d i s t u r b e d  b y  y o u r  r e v ie w  o f  W iza rd s  i n  
M y ih lo r e  1 6 , and  was e v e n  m ore d i s t u r b e d  by  y o u r  
re m a rk s  i n  t h e  A u g u s t M y th p r in t .
I  e n jo y e d  th e  m ov ie  v e r y  m uch. I  h a v e  s e e n  i t  
t h r e e  t i m e s .  I  w i l l  a d m it t h e r e  i s  a l o t  w rong 
w i th  i t ,  b u t  i t  seem ed  to  me w h a t B a k s h i n e e d e d  
m o s t w as a d d i t i o n a l  t im e  and  money f o r  a n im a t io n  
and e d i t i n g .  He c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  on a
18
few  k e y  s c e n e s  i n  w h ic h  ( i n  my o p in io n )  t h e  an im a ­
t i o n  w as e x c e l l e n t .  The r e s t  o f  th e  m o v ie  w as 
m ore q u ic k l y  d o n e . O b v io u s ly  h e  w i l l  h a v e  m ore 
t o  w ork  w i th  f o r  L o tR .  I  t h i n k  h e  d id  w e l l  w i th  
w h a t h e  h a d . The n a r r a t i o n  s e q u e n c e s  w e re  e s p e ­
c i a l l y  e f f e c t i v e .  E ven  th o u g h  th e  s e q u e n c e s  w e re  
" s h o r t  c u t s "  I  b e l i e v e  th e y  w e re  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a d ­
v a n c e  th e  s t o r y  a t  a  r e a s o n a b le  p a c e .  The n a r r a ­
t o r ' s  v o ic e  w as e x c e l l e n t  ( I  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a  
v o ic e  a t  o n c e  t o  m e la n c h o ly  an d  b e a u t i f u l ) , a s  was 
M ic h a e l P l o o g 's  a r tw o r k .
I n  c a l l i n g  t h e  a n im a t io n  " to o  c ru d e  t o  h a n d le  
t h e  s u b t l e t y  o f  T o l k i e n 's  v a r i o u s  p e r s o n a l i t i e s "  
yo u  a r e  a s k in g  to o  m uch. O n ly  l i v e  a c t i o n  ( a p p a r ­
e n t l y )  w i l l  s a t i s f y  yo u  —  b u t  t h a t ' s  im p o s s i b le  
c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  h e i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  an d  th e  h u g e  
s e t s  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d .
A n im a tio n  c a n n o t  d u p l i c a t e  r e a l i t y . ,  A c e r t a i n  
am oun t o f  c a r t o o n in g  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  The c h a r a c t e r s  
i n  W iza rd s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  m ore c a r to o n e d  th a n  w h a t 
w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  L o tR .  The to n e  o f  W iza rd s  w as l e s s  
th a n  s e r i o u s ,  and  t h e  s t y l e  o f  a n im a t io n  (an d  th e  
e n d in g )  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s .  T h is  i s  n o t  a  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  t h e  m o v ie . B a k s h i h a d  fu n  m ak in g  i t ,  I  h a d  fu n  
w a tc h in g  i t .
T h is  d o e s n ' t  m ean h e  i s n ' t  g o in g  to  t a k e  L o tR  
s e r i o u s l y .  He m u s t h a v e  o r  h e  w o u l d n 't  h a v e  g o t t e n  
t h e  m o v ie  r i g h t s .  From w h a t I  h a v e  r e a d ,  a  l o t  o f  
p e o p le  b e s i d e s  h im  w e re  i n t e r e s t e d .  U n lik e  W iza rd s  
w h ic h  was a  h u r r y - u p  j o b ,  B a k sh i h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  
on L o tR  f o r  y e a r s  ( i f  o n ly  i n  h i s  h e a d  u n t i l  he  
g o t  b a c k i n g ) . He i s  e m o t io n a l ly  v e ry  c o m m itte d  t o  
t h i s  p r o j e c t .
L ik e  e v e ry o n e  e l s e ,  I  h a v e  my own id e a s  o f  
w h a t M i d d le - e a r th  s h o u ld  lo o k  l i k e .  B u t I  d o n ' t  
g e t  mad a t  t h e  H i l d e b r a n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  v i s i o n  
d o e s n ' t  a g r e e  w i th  m in e . I  d id  g e t  mad a t  th e  
F r a z e t t a  f i a s c o  ( i f  yo u  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  i t ,  i t  i s  a 
p o r t f o l i o  o f  s i x  p e n  & in k  s k e t c h e s ,  two o f  w h ic h  
a r e  Eowyn & t h e  N a z g u l ,  and  t h e r e  i s  no way s h e  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  m i s t a k e n  f o r  a  man) b u t  I  d i d n ' t  
t r y  t o  g e t  my m oney b a c k  o r  t a k e  i t  o u t  o f  c i r c u l a ­
t i o n .  The H i l d e b r a n t s  h a v e  r e a d  th e  b o o k . F r a z e t t a  
d i d n ' t  ( o r  d i d n ' t  p a y  a t t e n t i o n ) .  B a k s h i h a s  r e a d  
t h e  b o o k , and  c a r e s  a b o u t  i t .  He w i l l  g iv e  i t  h i s  
b e s t ,  an d  I  d o n ' t  a s k  f o r  a n y th in g  m o re .
W hat b o t h e r s  me th e  m o s t a b o u t  y o u r  com m ents 
i s  t h a t  i t  lo o k s  a s  i f  you  w a n t a  l e t t e r - w r i t i n g  
cam p a ig n  s t a r t e d  t o  c a n c e l  th e  m o v ie . I f  B a k sh i 
d o e s n ' t  do t h e  f i l m ,  who w i l l ?  D isn e y ?  D isn e y  
w o u ld  t u r n  i t  c u t e ,  t a l k i n g  f o x e s  and  a l l .  O u ts id e  
o f  B a k s h i we h a v e  no a l t e r n a t i v e s .  I  h a v e  r e a d  
t h e r e  a r e  good  t h i n g s  h a p p e n in g  i n  F ra n c e  w i th  a n i ­
m a t io n ,  b u t  I  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  any  h e r e  an d  I  w o u l d n 't  
l i k e  h a v in g  t o  r e a d  s u b t i t l e s  anyw ay .
I  t h i n k  y o u r  " q u a i l  i n  f e a r "  i s  u n w a r r a n te d .  
H o lly w o o d  h a s  b e e n  " r u in i n g "  c l a s s i c s  s i n c e  th e  
b e g in n in g  w i t h o u t  any  r e a l  e f f e c t .  The " u n t o ld  
num bers  who w i l l  s e e  th e  f i l m  an d  t h i n k  th e y  
t h e r e f o r e  know th e  bo o k " p r o b a b ly  w o u l d n 't  h a v e  
r e a d  i t  ( o r  much e l s e )  anyw ay. I  s h o u ld  r e f e r  you  
b a c k  to  y o u r  own w o rd s  a b o u t  M r. G r i f f i t h  w a n t in g  
t o  f o r c e  B o re d  o f  th e  R in g s  o f f  t h e  s t a n d s :  "When
I  h e a r d  i t  w as g o in g  t o  a p p e a r  I  f e a r e d  som e r e a l  
harm  w o u ld  b e  d o n e , b u t  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  i t  seem s 
T o lk i e n  an d  The L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s  h a v e  w e a th e r e d  
t h i s  te m p e s t  i n  a t e a c u p  e x c e e d i n ' w e l l . "
I  p e r s o n a l l y  am lo o k in g  fo r w a rd  t o  B a k s h i 's  
m o v ie . I  h o p e  I  g e t  a  c h a n c e  t o  s e e  i t .
L . S p ra g u e  de  Camp V i l l a n o v a ,  PA
T h an k s f o r  M y th lo r e  I S .  H av in g  s e e n  B a k s h i 's  
W iz a r d s ,  I  q u i t e  a g r e e  w i th  y o u r  o b j u r g a t i o n s  on  
t h e  f i l m ,  and  th e n  som e. The man seem s t o  h a v e  no 
s e n s e  o f  i n t e r n a l  l o g i c ,  w h ic h  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d  e l s e ­
w h e re  i s ,  i f  a n y th i n g ,  m ore i m p o r t a n t  i n  f a n t a s y  
th a n  i n  r e a l i s t i c  f i c t i o n .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  s t a r t s  
o u t  w i th  a  s e r i e s  o f  se rm o n s  on t h e  e v i l s  o f  t e c h ­
n o lo g y ;  t h e n ,  a t  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  go o d  w iz a r d  s e t t l e s  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  b y  s h o o t in g  th e  b a d  w iz a r d  w i th  a
L u g e r  a u to m a t i c  —  a m in o r  t r iu m p h  o f  te c h n o lo g y .
Some —  p e r h a p s  a l l  —  th e  m e d ie v a l  b a t t l e  
s c e n e s  l i f t e d  fro m  o ld  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  f i lm s  come 
fro m  th e  R u s s ia n  m ov ie  A le k s a n d r  N y e v s k i y , w h ich  
w as show n a t  t h e  New Y ork  W o r ld 's  F a i r  o f  1 9 3 9 .
The p i c t u r e  d e a l t  w i th  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  P r i n c e  
A le x a n d e r  o f  N iz h n iy  N ovgorod  o v e r  t h e  T e u to n ic  
K n ig h ts  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The p i c t u r e  
c o n ta i n e d  a few  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  t o u c h e s ,  e . g .  th e  
h e lm e ts  w orn  by  th e  German i n f a n t r y  w e re  a  b i t  
to o  much l i k e  t h e  m odern  German S ta h lh e lm  f o r  com­
p l e t e  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  T h e n , on  A u g u s t 2 4 th ,  H i t l e r  
an d  S t a l i n  s ig n e d  t h e i r  n o n a g g r e s s io n  p a c t ,  s e t ­
t i n g  th e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  S eco n d  W orld  W ar. A l e k ­
s a n d r  N y e v s k iy  p ro m p tly  d is a p p e a r e d  fro m  th e  s c r e e n ;  
S t a l i n  d id  n o t  w a n t t o  do a n y th in g  t o  a n ta g o n i z e  
h i s  new a l l y .
R e g a rd in g  F . W. E d w a r d s 's  l e t t e r  (p p . 3 6 f ) , I  
m e r e ly  p o s e d  a  q u e s t i o n  and  p u t  fo r w a rd  a s p e c u l a ­
t i o n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ;  I  d id  n o t  p re su m e  t o  a n sw e r 
i t .  You and  M r. E dw ards h a v e  g iv e n  y o u r  a n s w e r s ,  
w h ic h  seem  p r e t t y  p e r s u a s i v e ;  b u t  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  to  
h e a r  o t h e r s .  I  s t i l l  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  may b e  a  
c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  f a n t a s y  w r i t i n g  and  c h i ld h o o d  
o f  a c e r t a i n  k in d  —  b u t  i t  may b e  o n ly  a w eak b i a s  
o r  te n d e n c y ,  l i k e  t h a t  w h ic h  l e a d s  c e r t a i n  p r o f e s ­
s i o n s  t o  a t t r a c t  s a d i s t s ,  o t h e r  h o m o s e x u a ls ,  and  
so  o n .
Ju d y  C o le  H o l l i s ,  NH
I n  M y th lo r e  16 , P a u l  K ocher a s k e d  i f  an y o n e  
n o t i c e d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  T o l k i e n 's  nam es an y w h ere  
o t h e r  th a n  i n  th e  J e r u s a le m  B i b l e .  I  fo u n d  some 
i n  M a lo r y 's  Le M o rte  D a r th u r .  Among th e  many 
k n ig h t s  a r e :  P e l l i n o r e ,  D in a d a n , an d  B a l i n .
One t h i n g  I 'm  c o n fu s e d  on  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
E lf-M a n  m a r r i a g e s .  A t one  p o i n t  T o lk i e n  m e n tio n s  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  o n ly  t h r e e  E lf-M a n  m a r r i a g e s ,  r e ­
f e r r i n g  t o  B e r e n - L u th ie n ,  E a r e n d i l - E lw in g , and  
A ra g o rn -A rw e n . B u t w h a t a b o u t  T u o r (o f  t h e  H ouse 
o f  H a d o r ) - I d r i l  C e l e b r i n d a l  (K ing  T u rg o n  o f  G ondo- 
l i n ' s  d a u g h te r )  t h a t  w e re  E a r e n d i l ' s  p a r e n t s ?  
W o u ld n 't  t h a t  make him  " H a lf -E lv e n "  an d  h i s  so n  
E l r o n d  " q u a r t e r - E l v e n ”? T hen t h e r e  w as s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f o l k  o f  D ol A m roth h a d  E lv e n  b lo o d  m ix ed  
w i th  t h e  N u m enorean , so  t h e r e  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  m ore 
th a n  j u s t  t h e  f o u r  fam ous m a r r i a g e s .
A lth o u g h  I  am by  no m eans l e a r n e d  i n  l a n g u a g e s ,
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I  d id  n o t i c e  so m e th in g  i n  Tom B o m b a d i l 's  E lv i s h  
nam e: I a r w a in  B e n a d a r .  E lr o n d  t r a n s l a t e s  t h i s  a s  
" o l d e s t  an d  f a t h e r l e s s . "  I  c a n ' t  h e lp  n o t i c i n g  th e  
H ebrew  e le m e n t  Ben  m ean in g  " s o n  o f . "  W ould a d a r  
th e n  t r a n s l a t e  a s  "n o n e"  o r  "n o  o n e"  t o  g iv e  t h e  
f u l l  " s o n  o f  no o n e"  o r  some su c h ?
L a s t l y  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  com m ent on  th e  H i ld e -  
b r a n d t  c a l e n d a r s .  I  t h i n k  th e y  a r e  m a r v e lo u s ly  
done  f o r  t h e  m o s t p a r t  ( I  d o n ' t  a g r e e  on  a l l  
p o i n t s ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d ) .  A lth o u g h  some 
p e o p le  f e e l  i t  i s  to o  much l i k e  a wax m useum , I  
t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a  g r e a t  c o m p lim e n t t o  t h e  a r t i s t s . 
A nyone who c a n  t a k e  an  i d e a ,  t u r n  i t  i n t o  a  p a i n t ­
in g  so  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s  t o  make one  f e e l  th e y  a r e  
wax m o d e ls ,  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  a r t i s t .  My o n ly  com­
p l a i n t  i s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  e l v e s  ( e x c e p t  E l r o n d  and  
Arwen) h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  b lo n d  h a i r .  I n  A p p en d ix  
F , T o lk i e n  s t a t e s :  "T hey  w e re  t a l l ,  f a i r  o f  s k i n  
and  g r e y - e y e d ,  th o u g h  t h e i r  lo c k s  w e re  d a r k ,  s a v e  
i n  t h e  g o ld e n  h o u s e  o f  F in r o d ; "  . . .  I n  o t h e r  
w o rd s ,  t h e  o n ly  E lv e s  t h a t  h a d  g o ld e n  h a i r  w e re  
G i l d o r ,  G l o r f i n d e l ,  an d  G a l a d r i e l .  C o u ld  any  m es­
s a g e  b e  g iv e n  t o  t h e  b r o t h e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o r r e c t  
t h i s  in a c c u r a c y ?
M a r g a r e t  H annay A lb a n y , NY
I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  th e  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  
by  D r. D irk  W. M o sig . When h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  L e w is 's  
" A c tu a l  c o n c e p ts  on  h i e r a r c h y  an d  on g e n d e r  a s  
t r a n s s e x u a l r e a l i t y  . . . a r e  m i le s  a b o v e  t h e  k in d  
o f  f o o t l i n g  t a k i n g - o f - o f f e n s e  w h ic h  seem s t o  b e  
t h e  s t o c k  i n  t r a d e  o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c s , "  h e  h a s  
m is s e d  th e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e .  C h r i s t i a n  f e m i n i s t s  d i s ­
a g r e e  w i th  t h r e e  o f  L e w i s 's  b a s i c  a s s u m p tio n s  a b o u t  
th e  n a t u r e  o f  R e a l i t y :
1 . t h a t  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  m a s c u l in e  an d  f e m in in e  
do h a v e  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t y  b ey o n d  g e n d e r ;
2 . t h a t  t h e  m a le  o r  m a s c u l in e  i s  s u p e r i o r  ( h i e r ­
a r c h i c a l l y  o r  o th e r w i s e )  t o  t h e  f e m a le  o r  
f e m in in e ;
3 . t h a t  God i s  m a s c u l in e .
D is a g r e e m e n t  w i th  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  i s  n o t  " f o o t l i n g  
t a k i n g - o f - o f f e n s e ."  I f ,  i n  my a r t i c l e  on  L ew is 
and  women, I  l e t  d e m o n s t r a t io n  t h a t  h e  h e ld  th e s e  
b e l i e f s  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  a c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  o f  d i f f e r ­
e n c e s ,  t h e n  I  am in d e e d  a t  f a u l t .  (T h e re  i s  n o t  
s p a c e  h e r e  to  d e fe n d  th e s e  o b j e c t i o n s ;  t h e  r e a d e r  
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  w ork  by  P a u l  J e w e t t  
an d  V i r g i n i a  M o l l e n k o t t  f o r  a  f u l l  d e b a te  o f  th e  
i s s u e s .)
B u t may I  r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  my r e s p e c t  f o r  L ew is 
a s  m y th -m a k e r , a p o l o g i s t ,  an d  s c h o l a r  i s  u n d im in ­
i s h e d  by  t h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  I n  my r e c e n t  d o c t o r a l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  o n  L e w i s 's  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  I  c o n ­
c lu d e  t h a t  h e  i s  a  s e m in a l  f o r c e  i n  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n tu r y  c r i t i c i s m ;  many o f  t h e  m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t  
r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  o f  S p e n s e r  an d  M i l to n ,  f o r  e x a m p le , 
h a v e  b e e n  p ro v o k e d  b y  a n  i d e a  L ew is e x p r e s s e d  i n  
The A l l e g o r y  o f  L o v e , P r e fa c e  to  P a r a d is e  L o s t ,  o r  
t h e  S i x t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  vo lum e o f  OHEL. P e rh a p s  we 
c o u ld  a l l  a g r e e  t o  d i s a g r e e  on  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  
L e w i s 's  " d o c t r i n e  o f  woman" and  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  
th e s e  m ore r e w a r d in g  s t u d i e s .
J e s s i c a  K em b a ll-C o o k  Y a te s  L o n d o n , U .K .
I  am g la d  t o  s e e  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  a r t i c l e  d e a l i n g  
w i th  a n o th e r  w r i t e r  th a n  o n e  o f  o u r  T r i n i t y .  R u th  
B e rm a n 's  p i e c e  on G a r n e r 's  The Owl S e r v i c e  w as 
f i n e , an d  I  h a v e  a  p o i n t  t o  ad d  fro m  a  t a l k  G a rn e r  
g av e  a b o u t  t h e  b o o k , r e p r i n t e d  i n  " C h i l d r e n 's  L i t ­
e r a t u r e  i n  E d u c a t io n "  N o. 2 . G a rn e r  s a i d  t h a t  th e  
r e a s o n  why M a r g a re t  ( A l i s o n 's  m o th e r)  w o n 't  p e r m i t  
A l i s o n  and  Gwyn t o  b e  f r i e n d s ,  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  q u e s ­
t i o n  o f  c l a s s .  I n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  he  
s a i d ,  A l i s o n 's  m o th e r  and  B e r tr a m  h a d  an  a f f a i r  b e ­
f o r e  B e r tr a m  to o k  N ancy away fro m  Huw. T h e r e f o r e  
A l i s o n 's  m o th e r  s u s p e c t s  t h a t  A l i s o n  i s  B e r t r a m 's  
d a u g h te r  an d  t h a t  Gwyn i s  h i s  so n  - -  t h e r e f o r e  
rom ance  w o u ld  b e  i n c e s t .  S h e 's  w rong  a b o u t  Gwyn 
anyw ay .
M ore r e c e n t l y  CLE h a s  p r i n t e d  some a r t i c l e s  
r e l e v a n t  t o  o u r  m a in  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  t h e  w i n t e r  
1975 i s s u e ,  t h e r e  i s  an  a r t i c l e  by  J o y  C h a n t 
c a l l e d  'N i g g le  and  N um enor' w h ic h  t h e  T o lk i e n  S o ­
c i e t y  i s  r e p r i n t i n g  i n  t h e  n e x t  M a llo r n .  I n  th e  
summer 1977 i s s u e ,  No. 2 5 , t h e r e  i s  an a n sw e r to  
t h e  n o t o r i o u s  H o lb ro o k  a r t i c l e  on L ew is ( d i s c u s s e d  
i n  M y th lo r e  10 and  12 ) .
Thomas S a n to s k i  S c r a n t o n ,  PA
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  Ms. G o ld m a n 's  re m a rk s  on  th e  
S i n d a r i n  w ord  " A g la r o n d .” I  am n o t  an  l i n g u i s t i c  
s c h o l a r ,  b u t  I  w o u ld  s a y  t h a t  s h e  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  
t r a n s l a t i n g  " A g la ro n d "  a s  " g l o r i o u s  c a v e s . "
H o w ev er, t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  some o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  F o s t e r ' s  G uide  
to  M i d d le - e a r th  and  T y l e r ' s  The T o lk i e n  C om panion . 
H as a n y o n e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  M r. F o s t e r  to o k  h i s  s o u r c e s  
a lm o s t  s o l e l y  fro m  The H o b b i t ,  LOTH, RGEO, e t c . ,  
a n d  t h a t  T y le r  m u s t h a v e  u s e d  u n p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s  
s i n c e  h e  t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  w o rd s " E lw e ,"  " F in w e ,"  and  
" F i n g o l f i n " ?  A ls o ,  T y le r  p l a c e s  i n  h i s  "C om panion" 
p la c e -n a m e s  fro m  t h e  P a u l i n e  B aynes map o f  1 9 6 9 , 
w h ic h  a r e  n o t  c r e d i t e d  t o  a n y p la c e .
I  c a n n o t  f i n d  an y w h ere  i n  t h e  b o o k s ,  th e  p l a c e  
n am es : D ru w a ith  I a u r ,  F ra m sb u rg  (w h ich  T y le r  g o e s  
on  and  g iv e s  a  h i s t o r y  f o r ) , Lond D aer and  E d h e l l -  
ond t o  name a few . D oes an y o n e  know w h e re  th e s e  
e n t r i e s  o r i g i n a t e  from ? A re  th e y  from  u n p u b l i s h e d  
T o lk ie n  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  Ms. B aynes and  Mr. T y le r  h av e  
h a d  a c c e s s  to ?
Letters of Com m ent
L e t te r s  of com m en t a r e  en co u rag ed  and w elcom ed. 
T h o se  w hose l e t t e r s  a r e  p r in te d  w ill r e c e iv e  a  o n e - is s u e  
ex ten s io n  of th e i r  su b sc rip tio n . A ll m a te r ia l  p r in te d  in 
each  is s u e  does not n e c e s s a r i ly  re f le c t  th e  op in ions of th e  
E d ito rs  o r  th e  p o sitio n  of th e  S ociety . R e a d e rs  m ay 
ch a llen g e  o r  fu r th e r  ex p lo re  p o in ts  m ad e  in  any  p a r t  of the  
is s u e . See page 2 fo r  th e  a d d re s s  to  sen d  le t te r s .
On the lateness of the issue
In th e  D e c e m b e r M y th p rin t I a lluded  to  a  p e rio d  of 
p e rs o n a l d i s t r e s s  and re a d ju s tm e n t due to  a m a r i t ia l  
s e p a ra tio n , and ap o lo g ised  fo r  th e  d e la y  in  p u b lica tio n s .
Only days a f t e r  th a t is s u e  w as in  th e  m a il, I w as a  v ic tim  
in  a  s e r io u s  au to m o b ile  a c c id e n t on th e  freew ay .
My c a r  w as d e m o lish ed , and  I re c e iv e d  b ack  and neck  
in ju r ie s .  I w as in  n e a r-c o n s ta n t p a in  fo r  o v e r tw o m on ths, 
and  u n d e rw en t p h y s ica l th e ra p y . T he  supposed  p e rio d  of 
h ea lin g  and  tr e a tm e n t  did re d u c e  th e  pain , bu t I s t i l l  h ave  
i t  d a ily , and am  abou t to  beg in  tr e a tm e n t  w ith  a d if fe re n t 
d o c to r . T h is  h a s  b een  th e  m ain  re a s o n  fo r  th e  de lay  of 
th i s  is s u e . T h is  h a s  b een  a  p e rio d  of in te n se  f ru s tr a t io n .
I a m  d is t r e s s e d  th a t th is  is s u e  h a s  u n ex p ec ted ly  ta k e n  so  
long  to  co m p le te , and p lan  to  p la c e  th e  m a in  re s p o n s ib i li ty  
fo r  fu tu re  is s u e s  in  o th e r  co m p e ten t h an d s . I w ant to  a s s u r e  
a l l  o u r r e a d e r s  th a t a l l  m e m b e rsh ip s  and s u b s c r ip t io n s  to  
M y th p rin t and  M y th lo re  w ill be  h o n o red  th ro u g h  th e i r  M yth- 
lo r e  ex p iry , no m a t te r  w hen  th a t is s u e  is  p u b lished , so  th ey  
w ill no t lo s e  any th ing  by  any  p u b lica tio n  d e lay s . I a p o lo g ise  
fo r  g iv ing  su ch  a p e rs o n a l exp lan a tio n  in  a p u b lica tio n  such  
a s  th is ,  bu t th e  r e a d e r s  a r e  owed a re a s o n .
T he  E d ito r
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